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An Interview with Rev. Mark Boorsma, Chair of the Committee on the Election of a
Bishop
What is the Committee on the Election of a Bishop? What is your role and purpose?
In those years this synod elects a bishop, a “Committee on the Election of a Bishop” is also elected in
anticipation of their work beginning much later – five years into their terms. This selection of the committee so far in advance of the need is meant to keep them neutral and reduce the chances of packing
the group with people representing particular agendas or allegiances.
The committee’s name is not precisely accurate, since this committee does not actually oversee or
manage the actual election of a bishop, conducted by ecclesiastical ballot every six years at Synod Assembly. Instead, this committee is tasked with facilitating the pre-assembly discernment process by
which congregations lift up names of potential nominees. These names are put before the conference
assemblies in February, at which the conferences choose those whom they want to be invited to open
forums in May. The entire process is designed to help participants in this synod get better acquainted
with pastors whom they might wish to nominate for bishop at the Synod Assembly.

How long have you served as chair? What about it do you find most life-giving?
I have chaired this committee since April 2012. What I find most life-giving and energizing about
serving via this committee is the chance to engage in synod-wide conversation about leadership, hope,
and the future into which Jesus leads.

If a congregation has never participated much in the process before, how should they get involved?
The design of this process deeply trusts the wisdom and insight present in every congregation, and
we the committee trust congregations to hold thoughtful discussion as we together prepare to call a
bishop. Please try to refrain from jumping too quickly to naming a particular person. Instead, please
listen deeply to one another as you discuss the skills and outlook you desire in your next bishop. Going too fast to “who do we know” runs the risk of missing the richer conversation around the
particular gifts you seek in your next bishop.
Your congregation has been sent a packet full of resources to inform great conversation. Please use
these resources, hold forums, conversations over coffee, and finally a meeting to vote upon a name.

What do you think is most unique and noteworthy about the way our synod elects its bishops?
This process is unique in that it recognizes and holds space for divergent ingredients in a successful
call to the office of bishop. First, the process trusts congregations as the primary venue in which the
Holy Spirit leads and guides the Church. Second, this process remains open to the will and wisdom of
God’s people gathered together in assembly.
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Calendar
Monday, Dec. 10: 6 p.m.
NWLC Council Meeting/
Christmas Party at home of
Larry & Marian Fischer

Saturday, Dec. 1: Decorating church for Advent/
Christmas, 9 a.m. at FLC
Sunday,
Dec. 2: First Sunday of
Advent
6 p.m. NWLC Hope Circle
will attend “Celebrate”
Dinner at Christ Community Church in Waseca for
their December meeting.
Monday, Dec. 3: 6:30 p.m.
FLC Council Meeting/
Christmas Party at the Purple Goose.
Wednesday, Dec. 5: 10:30
a.m. Waseca Ministerial
Mtg. at Wesleyan Church
6:30 p.m. Confirmation
Class at FLC
Sunday, Dec. 9: Second
Sunday of Advent; Noisy
offering at both services

Wednesday, Dec. 12:
Lunch Bunch Christmas
Party at 12 noon at FLC.
Bring a dish to pass.

Wednesday, Dec. 26 NO
CONFIRMATION/
Holiday break.
Sunday, Dec. 30: First Sunday of Christmas

NO CONFIRMATION
CLASS
Thursday, Dec. 13: Janesville Clergy meeting at
10 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 16: Third
Sunday of Advent; Sunday School Christmas Programs at both churches.
Wednesday, Dec. 19: Confirmation Class at FLC at
6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 20: Worship Service at Bridgewater
Assisted Living in Janesville at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, December 23:
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Monday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
4 p.m. at FLC
5:30 p.m. at NWLC

We are in need of Ushers.
Please sign up. Families
can usher together! Unsure of that an usher
does? See Mary Kunelius.
Sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board near Sanctuary doors.
Lectors: Volunteers are
needed to read scripture
during Worship. See
Gladys Carlson if interested in reading.

North Waseca recently had two
of its youth celebrate their first
communion on Sunday, November 18: Tailyn Kaput,
daughter of Ryan & Vilay
Miller and Casey Oorlog, son
of Colin & Becky Oorlog.
As a part of their first communion, Tailyn & Casey attended a
class where they learned about
the importance of Holy Communion, and as a part of the
class, they also painted their
own communion goblets to use
as they celebrated their first
communion. Congratulations,
Tailyn & Casey, and welcome
to the Lord’s Table!

On Sunday, November 18, both churches enjoyed an afternoon of bowling at the bowling alley in Janesville.
Attending this event were Curt & Gladys Carlson from
NWLC; Gary von Holtum and Denny Garms from FLC;
and Pastor Kristen. It was a fun event! Special thanks to
the Janesville Bowling alley for hosting us!

The children’s Christmas program will be
held on DECEMBER 16
during our regular Worship (8:45am).
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Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to help us decorate
NWLC with poinsettias for Christmas
Eve, please check the sign up sheet in
the overflow room at church or call
the church office (open Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.)
You may purchase a poinsettia for
$8.00 in memory of or in honor of a
loved one or friend. Please contact Jacqie Senne or Phyllis
Duryee if you have questions.
Conversations with God...
Please keep the families of
Joyce Wenker and Dick
Chambers, whose funerals
were held recently at North
Waseca, in your prayers.

End of Year Giving
Please have all donations/offering turned into church by December 31, 2018 in order to have it credited to this year for tax
purposes. If sent through the mail, it must be postmarked no
later than December 31, 2018 in order to count for this year’s
giving. Please prayerfully consider giving a year end donation. We want to end the year financially strong as we begin a
new fiscal year. Thank you for your generous giving during
2018!
Church Basement Ladies Production
Join both churches as we attend a matinee of the Church Basement Ladies in Burnsville on Sunday, January 27. Show is entitled “You Smell Barn.” NWLC will be taking a bus to the
event. First 50 people to sign up can ride the bus. Cost is $50
for bus and for show ticket. There is also the option of carpooling from FLC if you wish to just purchase the ticket. Sign
up sheets are available at each church.

