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A GUIDE TO CALLING THE NEXT BISHOP OF THE SOUTHEASTERN MINNESOTA SYNOD
JULY 9-AUGUST 20, 2018: THE LANDSCAPE SURVEY
The results of the Landscape Survey will initially be shared with the Synod Council and Committee
on the Election of a Bishop and then the wider synod. More information available at
http://semnsynod.org/landscape.
2. SEPTEMBER 23-OCTOBER 12, 2018: FOCUSED CONVERSATIONS
The Landscape Survey results will be shared and processed at Focused Conversations taking place
around the synod. These conversations will be facilitated by trained leaders. These conversations will
inform the creation of the synod’s Ministry Site Profile which is a document used in the process of
calling the next bishop.
3. OCTOBER 13-25, 2018: MINISTRY SITE PROFILE CREATED
The synod’s Ministry Site Profile will be created during this time taking into consideration the Landsc
ape findings and the Focused Conversations. This document is a key part of the discernment process f
or congregations and candidates for bishop!
4. NOVEMBER 1, 2018-JANUARY 30: CONGREGATIONS PARTICIPATE
Congregations
will be mailed a packet by November 1 which includes resources to use in calling the next bishop. The
packet will include nomination forms. Please ensure that your congregation participates in this proce
ss during either your annual meeting or a special meeting. It would also be good to identify conferenc
e assembly voters and synod assembly voters during this time period. The Committee on the Election
of a Bishop must receive all congregational nominations by January 30. The Committee then compiles
the names and bios of each candidate to present to the Conference Assemblies.
5. FEBRUARY 10, 2019: CONFERENCE ASSEMBLIES
Confernce assemblies take place on February 10 with a snow date of February 24. During these assemblies,
voters from each congregation vote on the names that were previously submitted to the Committee o
n the Election of a Bishop. Each conference can bring up to three names forward from their Conferenc
e Assembly gatherings.
6. MARCH 2019: CANDIDATE PROFILES CREATED
A resource will be created in March highlighting the candidates whose names have been lifted up. All
congregations are invited to make use of this resource and continue praying throughout the process.
7. MAY 12-19, 2019: DISCERNMENT CONVERSATIONS
The candidates for bishop whose names have been raised through the congregational meetings and th
en conference assemblies will participate in three discernment conversations happening throughout th
e synod. Everyone is invited to attend these forums. Please notify the members of your congregation.
8. MAY 31-JUNE 1, 2019: SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Synod Assembly voters will participate in the calling of the next bishop. The process will begin with an ec
clesiastical ballot which means a ballot that is blank. The name of any active rostered minister of Word
and Sacrament can be written into the ballot. For details of how the process works once the assembly
begins, please visit http://semnsynod.org/callingourbishop2019.
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Calendar

Sunday, November 4:
All Saints Sunday. Daylight Savings time ends.
Turn clocks back 1 hour!
Sunday, November 4
(afternoon)-Tuesday mid
afternoon, November 6,
Pastor Kris will be attending synod theological
conference for pastors in
Onalaska, Wisconsin.
Please call her cell phone
with pastoral emergencies.
Tuesday, November 6:
Hope Circle at 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 6:
Election Day Chili Feed
& Bake Sale. Bake sale
at 2:30 til gone. Coffee
hour from 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. and Chili Feed from
4:30 to 7 p.m.
Wednesday, November
7: First Communion
Class at NWLC at 6:30
p.m.

Thursday, November 8
through Sunday, November 11: Pastor Kris will
be away. Please call her
cell phone with pastoral
emergencies.
Sunday, November 11:
25th Sunday after Pentecost. Veteran’s Day.
Monday, November 12:
Common Council meeting at FLC at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November
14: Confirmation Class
at 6:30 p.m. at FLC
Friday, November 16:
Worship Service at Janesville Nursing Home
Sunday, November 18:
26th Sunday after Pentecost. First Communion.
Family Bowling Day at
Janesville Bowling Alley
beginning at 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 20:
Office hours from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Wednesday, November
21: Thanksgiving Eve
worship service at FLC at
7 p.m.
Thursday, November
22: Office Closed.
Thanksgiving holiday.

Sunday, November 25:
Christ the King Sunday.
Monday, November 26:
Bible Study on Parables
at FLC at 10:30 a.m.
Monday, November 26:
Bible Study on Parables
at NWLC at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November
28: Confirmation Class
at FLC at 6:30 p.m.

We are in need of Ushers.
Please sign up. Families
can usher together! Unsure of that an usher
does? See Mary Kunelius.
Sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board near Sanctuary doors.
Lectors: Volunteers are
needed to read scripture
during Worship. See
Gladys Carlson if interested in reading.

Pastor’s Note

As I write this, it is a beautiful fall day: 60 degrees and abundant
sunshine. I enjoyed seeing the vibrant colors of the leaves as I drove
to my office this morning. I was also thankful to see farmers working in the fields to bring in the harvest. Such a rich and wonderful
time to give thanks for the beauty of the changing seasons!
As the trees shed their leaves, we are reminded that a key part of
our spiritual life is letting go. Letting go of that which prohibits
growth. Letting go of old hurts and resentments. Letting go of the
need to always be in control and learning to be content to live in the
mystery of life. Letting go of old habits that are destructive and get
in the way of living a more healthy and abundant life. Letting go of
all the material things in our lives which accumulate, in order to
grow in the grace found in generosity and sharing. Letting go can be
a powerful experience as we make room in our lives for God to do
something new.
What is God calling you to let go of to make space for something
new to grow? May God’s grace and love give you the eyes of faith
to celebrate the new growth that is soon to come!
Shalom, Pastor Kristen

Family Bowling Event: J oin both churches for an after noon of family bowling on Sunday, November 18 at 3:30 p.m. at the bowling alley in Janesville. (Note that this is AFTER
the Vikings game!) Cost is $3 per game and includes shoe rental. Please call or email the
church office to sign up. Must sign up no later than November 11, so we can give the bowling alley an accurate count of those attending.
Thanksgiving Eve Worship: 7 p.m. on Wednesday, November 21 at FLC.
New Bible Study in November
Join us for Bible Study on Monday, November 26 at 10:30 a.m. at FLC or at 6:30 p.m. at
NWLC. The Bible study will focus on the parables or teachings of Jesus. Everyone is welcome! Invite a friend or neighbor to come too! And yes, there will be coffee and treats available.
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