A Letter from Pastor Kris,
Kris
This month, our church will join with Lutheran and Protestant churches
around the world to celebrate an incredible historical milestone: the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
On October 31, 1517, a young monk by the name of Martin Luther nailed his
95 Theses on the door of the church in Wittenburg, Germany. His 95 Theses
challenged the Catholic Church to change such practices as selling indulgences,
as well as clarify its teachings on repentance and authority. What began as a cry
for change would grow to become a movement in history known as the
Reformation. It would give birth to the Protestant churches, including the
church which still today bears his name, the Lutheran Church.
As we mark this historical day, we join Luther in celebrating the incredible
grace of God which continues to shape and transform us. We join Luther in
recognizing the importance of Holy Scripture through the preached word, Bible
studies, and devotional time with the Bible. And we join Luther in his belief
that in baptism, we are all ministers, part of the priesthood of all believers. As
such, each of us is called to participate wholeheartedly in the life of the church
and in sharing the good news to a hungry world.
Join us at North Waseca Lutheran Church on Sunday, October 29 at 8:45 a.m.
as we worship and celebrate this 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Join us
as we sing Luther’s most famous hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” Join
us as we celebrate Holy Communion and hear God’s life-giving and grace-filled
word! Join us on this 500th anniversary as we both look back in thanksgiving
and look forward with eagerness and hope!

October Calendar
Sunday Worship 8:45am
Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month.
Sunday School 9:45am
Oct. 2- Faith Lutheran Council Mtg. @ 6:30pm
Oct. 3-- 1:30 Hope Circle
Oct. 4—Wed.--Confirmation Class meets at NWLC
Oct. 9 Mon – 6:30pm NWLC Church Council
Oct. 11-Wed. Confirmation Class meets at NWLC
Oct. 18—NO Confirmation Class/MEA Break
Oct. 22-NO Sunday School
Oct. 25-Wed.—Confirmation Class meets at NWLC
Oct. 29—Reformation Sunday—Lutefisk Dinner Seating’s @
4pm, 5pm, & 6pm.

Do you like to sing? The
Southeastern MN Synod is
hosting a mass choir hymn
festival in celebration of the
500th anniversary of the
Reformation! It will be held at
Zumbro Lutheran Church in Rochester on November 12, at 4
pm. The mass choir will rehearse at 2 pm. Contact the
church office at 507-234-6463 to sign up so copies of the
music can be ordered. Please sign up no later than Sunday,
October 15.

Parents and kids were
invited to attend a Taco
Time with Pastor Event.
Four families with
students currently
registered in Sunday
school and members of
council attended the event.
Many aspects of our
program were discussed.
If you would like to
register for Sunday school,
have questions about the
curriculum, are interested
in teaching, or just have
general questions. Please
feel free to contact our
Sunday school leaders:
Vilay & Ryan Miller 507837-9114, or a member of
council.

Children and students who
enjoy reading are encouraged
to volunteer to read the
children’s Bible story during
each service on noncommunion Sundays. Stories
will be taken from the
Beginner Bible for Children.
Please use the signup sheet at
the back of each church.

Hurricane Relief Efforts Update
North Waseca Lutheran Church sent 28 quilts and 3 baby quilts, in
addition to donated supplies from Faith Lutheran to Texas. It was
sent in 2 semis that traveled to Texas from Adams, Minnesota
(Pastor Kris’ hometown.) The supplies arrived in Texas on
September 17 and were immediately distributed over the next
several days in small towns just outside of Houston that were hit
hard from Hurricane Harvey. Here are a few pictures from that
trip:

Confirmation
will be held at
North Waseca
for October.
Please see
calendar for
dates and times.

We are in need of
volunteers each Sunday to
read the prayers during
each worship service. The
prayers will be emailed to
you ahead of time so you
can prepare. The signup
sheet is located in the back
of each church. Please
consider sharing your
speaking talents during our
Sunday worship.
Ushers are needed to help
with Worship each week.
Child –Adult are welcome
to help with the various
usher duties. Questions?
See Mary Kunelius. This
fun ministry is a great way
to get to know your fellow
congregation members.
Sign-up sheet is located on
the bulletin board.
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Through the sacrament of Holy
Baptism we welcome and offer
congratulations to the two
families who recently had their
children baptized: Chad
Melchert and Lyndsay Carlson,
twin sons, Rhett and Ryatt and
Jason and Amy Rohe, son,
Owen.
Lutherans and non-Lutherans alike
credit Martin Luther for
spearheading the Reformation by
raising important questions about
the church and translating the Bible
for everyday people. *Taken from The Lutheran Handbook,
“Church Stuff.”
Five things you should know about the Lutheran Reformation:
1. Most people in medieval times had low expectations.
They didn’t know anything about medicine, psychology, or
a democracy. They didn’t expect to live very long. They
didn’t think they had much power over their lives. They
didn’t think that being an individual was important.
2. The “Lutheran” reformers were Catholic. The reformers
wanted to make changes within the one Christian Church
in Europe, but they wanted to stay Catholic. None of them
ever expected that their actions would lead to the dozes of
Christian denominations around today.
3. People in medieval times weren’t allowed to choose
their own religion. You could believe whatever you
wanted, but you could only practice the faith your prince
or king chose. After the Reformation, only the regions
whose princes had signed the Augsburg Confession could
practice any faith other than Catholicism.
4. Martin Luther wasn’t the only reformer. Luther wanted
the church to rediscover the good news of Jesus that
creates and restores faith. Other reformers fought for
these changes: separation of church and state, a
relationship with God, better-educated priests, and more
moral leaders in the church.
5. Luther and his colleagues cared about what you hear
in church today. They taught pastors how to tell the

difference between law and gospel, so that the Word
of God would hit home. “The Law says, ‘do this,’ and it’s
never done. Grace says, ‘believe in this,’ and everything is
already done.” Martin Luther It was very important to
Luther that Christians understand the difference between
God’s law and the free gift of God’s grace.
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What did this scripture mean
when it was written? What is
the timeless truth behind
what God is saying? How
does it apply now to me?
I lift up my eyes to the hills
from whence does my help
come? My help comes from
the Lord, who made heaven
and earth. Psalm 121: 1-2
They who wait for the Lord
shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall
run and not be weary, and
they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31
Therefore do not be anxious
about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Let the day’s own
trouble be sufficient for the
day. Matthew 6: 34
For just as the body is one
and has many members, and
all the members of the body,
though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12

North Waseca Lutheran
40430 120th Street
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32nd Annual ~ North Waseca
Lutheran Lutefisk Dinner.
Sunday, October 29, 2017.
Menu: Lutefisk w/white sauce,
lefse delicious Swedish meatballs,
mashed potatoes and gravy, cole slaw, jelled cranberries,
rommegrat, and Norwegian pastries.
Adults $17.00
Children 10 & Under $5.00
Advanced Seating Only at 4pm, 5pm, and 6pm
For reservations: Dan Jensen & Mary Kunelius 507-461-1842
FOOD and Faith
For many Lutherans, food and
faith are inextricably linked. We
gather for a funeral—and a
luncheon; a baptism—and
reception; a wedding—and a
banquet. And we gather around
the table in worship to receive the meal that matters most of all,
the Lord’s Supper.
Sending manna from heaven, multiplying fish and loaves,
Jesus as “the bread of life”—the Bible is rich with food imagery
illustrating God’s abundant love for us. It’s no surprise, then, that
making and sharing food is one way we express love for each
other and our neighbors.
This summer Living Lutheran invited readers to share their
favorite recipes—and the faith stories that accompany them—with
the wider church. *Living Lutheran Magazine September 2017
View the complete collection by going to
www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/recipes-from-the-heart
Seafarer spritz cookies
By Ute Brinkmann, member of Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven,
Conn.
At church they call me the “Cookie Lady” because every week I
deliver two containers of homemade cookies to the port chaplain
who worships in my congregation. These cookies are for the
seafarers in the ports of New Haven and New London in
Connecticut.

ω

www.northwasecalutheran.org
September 2017

FOOD and Faith cont’d:
Today, 1.25 million seafarers
go through life largely
unnoticed. The ships are
docking at our ports and the
crew hardly ever gets to set
foot on something that
doesn’t move—there is little
opportunity to reach out to
them…Baking cookies for
people whose nationality
and religion I don’t know has
become an important part of
my life. I have gained many
brothers (and maybe a few
sisters) whom I will never
meet.
Recipe (makes 1 batch of 140
cookies)
1½ cups butter (3 sticks),
softened
1 cup sugar
¼ teaspoon salt
2 large eggs, room
temperature
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
4 cups flour
Mix the ingredients in the
listed order, then form a ball
of dough with your hands.
(Note: Dough should not
stick to fingers.)
Fill cookie press with dough
and press cookies onto an
ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake at 400 degrees for 10 to
12 minutes. Transfer the hot
cookie sheet to a drying rack.
Did you know? Seafarers
International House is a mission of
the ELCA in which chaplains
welcome seafarers and asylumseekers with pastoral care,
hospitality, social assistance,
advocacy, prayer—and even
cookies.
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Top left: Kloe Wadd helps younger students at
Sunday school. Top right: Pastor Kris is installed on
Sept. 17. Bottom left: Sunday school students at
class. Welcome to the little ones who were
baptized last month (Chad Melchert w/son).
Confirmation students from NW and FLC served
up some floats to attendees of the “God’s
Greatest Gift” event.
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In lieu of the Ice Cream Social
fundraiser last summer, requests were
mailed out for donations. These donations
would be used by our women’s group at
North Waseca for several designated
charitable organizations. A reminder to those who have
not yet contributed, your help would still be greatly
appreciated. A special thank you to our members who
have already responded with a donation (approx. 50% of our
membership) your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Donations help pay for annual fall distributions to
help those in need. Last year we donated $1800 to several
local and national organizations. Please give your donation
to Bev Barrie or Diane Fishbaugher, 41766 95th St.,
Janesville MN 56048. Make checks payable to North
Waseca WELCA. If you have questions about where these
funds go or would like more information in general, please
contact Diane or Bev as well.
Did you know that North
Waseca has a You Tube
account? Go and subscribe.
Currently some of our
awesome choir’s
performances can be found
there, just type North Waseca Lutheran or North Waseca
Choir and click the subscribe button. ☺ There is more to
come!

Please send bulletin
announcements to the church
Office by Wednesday
morning. You can email
nwlcnorth@gmail.com or call
507-234-6463.
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